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Wisconsin’s Business Environment 

 

“When I work with our Congressional delegation here in Washington and our 

state and local leaders back home, I am always impressed with how dedicated they all 

are to making sure Wisconsin is a great place to locate and grow a business,” says 

Senator Kohl. “The infrastructure projects and community revitalization efforts this 

entails are long-term commitments that require years of sustained effort by all 

involved.” 

 

 Since Kohl won a seat on the Senate Appropriations Committee in 1993, he used 

his position to make sure the federal government remained a solid partner in 

Wisconsin’s investments in economic development and modern infrastructure.  Many 

of these projects – roads, airport improvements, rail safety measures, downtown 

revitalization, redevelopment of wasteland, and waste water infrastructure 

improvements, just to name a few – don’t garner national headlines. But to the people 

in the communities affected – people who enjoy new parklands, more efficient travel 

options, and, most importantly, fresh job opportunities offered by the businesses that 

follow the redevelopment – the projects impact and improve their lives every day. 

 

Wisconsin is a great place to do business, and I believe that is because we have a long history of public 

servants – from across the political spectrum and at every level of government – cooperating and 

coordinating to make sure we invest in quality infrastructure and vibrant communities. I am proud to 

be part of that tradition. 

-Herb Kohl 

 

 Herb Kohl 

No, Kohl did not govern by press release…No, Kohl did not engage in partisan 

gamesmanship or ideological warfare. He simply responded to constituents, watched out 

for the needs of Wisconsinites, and forged bipartisan coalitions that allowed him to cut 

through the gridlock in Washington more often than most senators. 

 

Cap Times, May 16, 2011 
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Air 

From the beginning of his tenure, Kohl 

understood the importance of reliable, safe air 

travel options in a state as vast as Wisconsin.  

Early in his career, he advocated making 

Wisconsin an active partner in planning the 

new HUB airport in Minneapolis and joined 

the delegation in pressing the administration 

to help General Mitchell airport modernize the 

radar equipment it used to avoid collisions 

during times of low visibility.  Later, he 

expanded his attention to projects to ensure 

that FAA technicians have proper training; 

install safety equipment at Crites field in 

Waukesha; build a control tower at Chippewa 

Valley Regional Airport; construct a taxiway 

at La Crosse Municipal airport; and other improvements and additions at over 25 

Wisconsin airports from Kenosha Regional Airport to Manitowoc County Airport to 

John F. Kennedy Memorial airport in Ashland to Stevens Point Municipal Airport .  

 

“Every one of these projects involved Wisconsin workers employed on multiyear 

projects improving the transportation network that brings thousands of businesses to 

Wisconsin and ships millions of dollars of Wisconsin product around the world,” says 

Kohl. 

 

Rail and Transit 

Wisconsin businesses and commuters rely on Wisconsin rail system, so Kohl 

dedicated himself to making sure it is effective and safe.  He supported Wisconsin 

projects that link modes of transportation -- like the passenger rail station at General 

Mitchell Airport -- and others that keep Wisconsinites safe where modes meet -- like 

improvements at numerous rail crossings. 

 

Kohl also worked with others in the delegation to make sure the federal 

government invested in mass transit, securing funds for WISDOT’s statewide bus 

programs; Madison’s Transport 2020; and a national initiative that rewards the sort of 

I would like to thank Senator 

Herb Kohl for his service to the 

state of Wisconsin and to our 

nation. While we didn't always 

agree on every issue there were 

many times we were able to 

work together to help move the 

State of Wisconsin forward. 

 

Rep. Tom Petri (R-WI) 
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high quality rural transit systems found 

throughout Wisconsin.  And Kohl was a keen 

supporter of programs that connect lower 

income Wisconsinites with jobs – like 

Milwaukee’s Ways to Work, which makes 

affordable loans to families buying a car for 

work, and WISDOT’s Job Access and 

Commute program, which gives grants to 

nonprofits offering shuttles and van pools to 

disadvantaged workers.  

 

Highways 

When Kohl was first elected, the 

formula that determined federal funding for 

highways was such that Wisconsin sent far 

more gas taxes to Washington than they 

received back in highway investment dollars.  

In 1991, Senator Kohl joined the delegation in 

changing that formula so Wisconsin was no 

longer a major donor, and then worked with 

them to protect that gain when it was 

threatened in an appropriations bill.  In 1998, 

he helped the Wisconsin coalition to build on 

this success, garnering a 99% return on 

Wisconsin’s tax dollar and a 48% increase in 

resources for our highways under the formula.  

In the last highway bill reauthorization, Kohl 

was part of the effort that pushed Wisconsin’s 

return on the gas tax dollar to $1.06, and again 

successfully protected that funding when 34% 

cut was threatened for 2009.   

 

Add to that major victory for Wisconsin 

the funding Kohl has helped secure for highway projects as large as the Marquette 

interchange – which links three highways and one third of the state’s freeway traffic to 

the rest of the country – or as small as the Village of Cassville car ferry, with hundreds 

of miles of repaired Wisconsin highways and bridges in between.  In one recent, notable 

That's a large part of why U.S. 

Sen. Herb Kohl and U.S. Rep. 

Tom Petri visited Oshkosh this 

week. The Democrat and 

Republican are working 

together to preserve the waivers 

for existing traffic, working 

together in a way that Kohl 

acknowledged is "not 

fashionable these days because 

of our party affiliations."  By 

bringing together a diverse 

coalition of businesses, County 

Executives, law enforcement, 

affected industries and mayors 

along Highway 41, Senator 

Kohl is ensuring that commerce 

and businesses in this critical 

section of Wisconsin will be 

able to continue to operate past 

2014.   
 

Oshkosh Northwestern editorial 

 May 7, 2012 
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effort, Kohl assembled a bipartisan coalition to push to allow vehicles weighing over 

80,000 pounds and traveling between Green Bay and Milwaukee on Highway 41 to be 

able to continue to operate after this stretch of road becomes an Interstate in 2014. 

 

And finally, Kohl has taken an interest in projects that make Wisconsin roads not 

just drivable, but safe: he helped establish the State Patrol Mobile Data Communications 

Network; the Intelligent Transportation System, which allows WISDOT to respond 

quickly to safety hazards and congestion anywhere in the state; and the Commercial 

Vehicle and Information Systems and Networks Initiative, which aims to approve the 

safety and efficiency of commercial vehicle operations. 

 

Industrial, downtown, and community development 

To succeed, Wisconsin businesses need modern industrial sites to locate their 

plants, vibrant Main Street to sell their products, and livable communities to house their 

employees and customers:  Senator Kohl has made it a priority to help Wisconsin 

businesses get all three.   

 

He has been a steady partner in the clean-up of industrial sites in Adams County, 

Racine, Manitowoc, Madison, and the Menomonee Valley – where an industrial park 

redevelopment has turned 300 acres of 

brownfields into an award-winning 

environmental park and a draw for new 

businesses that have created 4200 new jobs.  

He participated in renewals of downtowns 

across the state, supporting sidewalk 

replacement in Superior; redevelopment of 

the harbor center in Sheboygan; urban 

renewal in Beloit; revitalization of Broadway 

Street in Green Bay; improvements for 

pedestrians in Ashland; development of the 

riverfront in La Crosse; enhancement of 

Madison’s State Street; and work with the 

Burleigh Street community in Milwaukee.   

 

And finally, he fought to keep the 

urban infrastructure supporting all these 

developments in good shape.  He pressed the 

He has been instrumental in 

redefining Wisconsin’s relationship 

with the federal government by 

promoting economic development and 

investment. The Senator has been a 

great partner in our efforts to build 

stronger communities and a stronger 

state. 

 
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett 
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federal government to support innovative waste water projects from Beloit to Green 

Bay, Madison, Racine, Sun Prairie, Superior, Waukesha, and, of course, Milwaukee.  

Each of these projects attracts businesses to Wisconsin, and each provides jobs for 

Wisconsinites who build the roads, repair the buildings, construct the storefronts, and 

dig the sewers for the new developments.  

 

 


