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Educating our Future Leaders 

 

 Throughout his career in the Senate and in his personal philanthropy, Senator 

Kohl has strived to support student learning and recognize educators who make a real 

difference in their schools and in the lives of children. Kohl has championed programs 

and introduced legislation that ensure every student has access to a great teacher and a 

safe learning environment, and graduates from high school with the skills they need to 

pursue whatever option they choose, whether they continue their education, start their 

career, or volunteer for military or community service.   

 

Kohl knows that without a strong educational foundation, too many of our 

children don’t have any options, and that isn’t good enough for Wisconsin or our 

country. By preparing our youth with the skills they’ll need for the jobs of the future, 

we are ensuring our businesses will have the best workers and our country the best 

leaders. By investing in education from our earliest learners through college and job 

skills training, we are really investing in our future success. As Kohl says, “For America 

to remain strong and prosperous, we must ensure that our children are prepared to 

meet the critical challenges that our country will face in the years ahead.” 

 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA):  No Child Left Behind  

 

Kohl recognized the need to make important changes to the country’s education 

laws, and in 2001 he worked with his colleagues to introduce the Public Education 

Reinvestment, Reinvention and Responsibility Act (“Three R's," S.303) which went on to 

serve as the model for the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). The cornerstones of Three 

R's were increased federal funding for education, greater flexibility for schools in using 

funds to meet their own unique needs, and holding schools accountable for real results. 

Kohl worked with his colleagues to ensure that the NCLB Act incorporated the Three 

R's emphasis on closing the achievement gap between poor and more affluent students, 

“My parents always stressed to my brothers, sister, and me that the best thing we could do to prepare for our 

future was to work hard in school and get a good education. They understood that education is foundational. 

Providing a quality education for all of our youth is the most important investment we can make in the future 

success of our country.” 

 

Herb Kohl 
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targeting Federal dollars to the neediest 

students and schools, expanding public 

school choice, improving teacher and 

principal recruitment and training, and 

giving states and schools more flexibility 

in return for accountability.  

 

Kohl understood that the time was 

right for real education reform:  “More 

funding is not the only answer for the 

problems in our schools - we must also 

reform our whole approach to education.  

We must ensure that young people are 

being equipped with the skills they need 

to compete in a 21st century economy.” 

 

Since 2001, Kohl has continued to 

work with his peers from both parties to 

push for much-needed changes to ESEA, 

including greater accountability, 

increased flexibility for teachers and 

schools in how they meet standards, and a 

continued focus on the achievement gap.   

 

Kohl believes we have to do a 

better job preparing our youth for the jobs 

of the future. “We have to look at how 

technology can help us reach more kids 

and help prepare them for highly 

technical jobs that haven’t even been 

invented yet,” said Kohl.  While we might 

not know what those jobs of the future 

will look like, we know the basic skills 

required for problem solving and 

spurring creativity and innovation, and 

also that our workers will continue to 

have to keep pace with advancements in 

 

Evers praises Herb Kohl’s support for 
education 

 
“For nearly a quarter century, United States 
Senator Herb Kohl has been a champion for the 
children and families of Wisconsin and their 
public schools. He has advocated for and 
expanded programs that improved child 
nutrition and school breakfast. He also 
authored one of the landmark pieces of 
legislation for school safety. Senator Kohl 
understands that investments in public 
education are critical to Wisconsin’s economic 
development and long-term prosperity.  
 
Senator Kohl also has been our state’s leading 
supporter in recognizing public, private, and 
home-school student excellence and initiative 
as well as great teaching. The Herb Kohl 
Educational Foundation annually awards 
scholarships and fellowships to 200 Wisconsin 
students, 100 teachers, and 100 schools. 
Senator Kohl is the major sponsor of the 
Wisconsin Teacher of the Year program, 
annually awarding grants to four outstanding 
teachers. Through these programs, Senator 
Kohl has awarded almost $8 million to 
students, educators, and schools throughout 
the state. Senator Kohl deserves all our 
gratitude for personally making this 
tremendous commitment, which has given 
thousands of students the extra help they need 
to further their education, and thousands of 
outstanding Wisconsin teachers and schools 
recognition for excellence in the classroom.  
 

I thank Senator Herb Kohl for his truly 

dedicated service to the people and 

communities of Wisconsin. I wish him well as he 

moves forward into the next chapter of his life 

and continues to be an advocate for all 

Wisconsin’s citizens and our great state.” 

 

  

State Superintendent Tony Evers 

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

May 13, 2011 
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technology. To that end, Kohl secured 

appropriations for school districts in Wisconsin 

to better promote the use of technology in the 

classroom.  Kohl has also been a strong 

supporter of the E-rate program, which helps 

schools get connected to the Internet and use 

technology in the classroom.  He worked to 

protect the E-rate program from harmful cuts in 

the early 1990s, right when access to technology 

and the internet was becoming a necessary tool 

in education. 

 

The most important resource in any classroom is a caring, competent, highly 

effective teacher. “We have to find ways to attract, train, and retain the best teachers so 

all students have an exceptional teacher in the classroom.” Kohl has supported teacher 

education programs at Wisconsin colleges and universities, in addition to providing 

funding for Teach for America and other programs devoted to placing trained teachers 

in high-needs schools and subject areas.  These programs have improved teacher 

training and preparation in math and science, as well as for early childhood educators. 

 

 In 2010, as states across the country were days away from having to lay off 

teachers, Kohl supported a $26 billion jobs bill to keep hundreds of thousands of 

teachers and first responders on the job in the middle of a national recession.  

 

Herb Kohl Educational Foundation 

Looking for a way to recognize and support all the educators and students 

throughout the state who exemplify the best of Wisconsin education, Kohl founded the 

Herb Kohl Educational Foundation in 1990. Since the foundation’s first year, thousands 

of outstanding students and teachers in Wisconsin have received nearly $8.2 million in 

scholarships and grants. 

 

 Kohl presents these awards each year in person at five banquets around the state, 

and has attended every banquet since the foundation’s inception in 1990. At these 

events, state education leaders, teachers, students, and families gather to discuss the 

importance of education and to recognize the significant contributions these teachers 

make to our communities. Said Kohl, “I can’t even begin to describe what great – really 

great – events these banquets are. The whole community gathers to celebrate their 

We cannot afford to create a 
generation which does not have 
the education and skills needed 
to compete in our increasingly 
technological society. 
 
Senator Herb Kohl 
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outstanding students and teachers. What a huge honor it is to get to be there and see 

how very valued education, students, and teachers are. I am so glad that the foundation 

will continue to honor these students and 

teachers after I leave the Senate.” 

 

 Kohl Teacher Fellows, nominated by 

colleagues, parents, students, or members of 

their community, are chosen for their ability 

to inspire students’ love of learning, 

instructional innovation and leadership, and 

commitment to community involvement.  

From that group of Fellows, a panel of 

educators, parents, and community leaders 

select the Teacher of the Year, who 

represents Wisconsin at the national level. 

“Teachers play a vital role in shaping the life 

of a child,” Kohl says. “Recognizing and 

rewarding that work is an important reason 

for my support of the Teacher of the Year 

program in Wisconsin. Teachers deserve 

recognition for the commitment they make 

to preparing students to become the 

workers, leaders, and citizens our state and nation need to build a prosperous future.” 

 

Education Funding 

 While Kohl has spent his Senate career looking for ways to reduce federal 

spending, the one area where he has consistently worked to increase our federal 

investment is education. “As a businessman, I learned that long term investments are 

critical to the success of any enterprise. And I brought that lesson with me to the 

Senate,” Kohl said, “if we don’t invest in our students, who will one day be the leaders 

and producers of our country, we are setting ourselves up for failure in the long run.” 

 

As an early supporter of education reform, Senator Kohl strongly believed that 

Congress must live up to its promise to provide the funding promised to states in the 

NCLB Act to help them improve education. Kohl made investing in education one of 

his top priorities. As a member of the Labor, Health &Human Services, and Education 

Appropriations Subcommittee, he voted consistently over the years for substantial 

I want to thank you, Senator Kohl… 
our state, our educators, and our 
children are so lucky to have a 
senator, and a benefactor, who 
cares so much for education. And I 
want you to know all of the ways 
your Foundation, by creating the 
Kohl Teacher Fellowship and 
supporting the State Teacher of the 
Year program, has helped me, my 
students, my colleagues, and so 
many others I have met, spoken to, 
and worked with. 
 
Beth Oswald 
2008 Kohl Teacher Fellow and  
Wisconsin Teacher of the Year 
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increases in the Title I education program for the disadvantaged, the Head Start 

program, and Student Financial Aid programs. On more than one occasion Kohl 

fought—successfully—to restore education funding that his colleagues tried to cut from 

these very important programs. 

 

 In addition to supporting efforts to bring more federal formula funding into 

Wisconsin schools, Kohl has supported applications for Race to the Top and Investment 

in Innovation grants, while also calling on the Department of Education to better fund 

rural and remote districts so that all students in Wisconsin might have access to the best 

teachers, advancements, and innovations in education. 

 

Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged: Title I and IDEA 

 Too often, the children who need the most support to succeed and who face the 

toughest barriers are also in some of the worst schools in the country. These kids battle 

poverty, homelessness, hunger, abuse, neglect, and 

chronic health issues at a higher rate than their 

peers in more prosperous neighborhoods. “We 

must ensure that students have equal opportunities 

to achieve, no matter their neighborhood, income, 

or race,” said Kohl, who pushed for additional 

funding for Title I during his time in the Senate. 

 

After several years of intense negotiations, 

Senator Kohl joined the Senate in passing a carefully 

crafted bipartisan bill to reauthorize the Individuals 

with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) in 2004. This 

bill took a balanced approach to engaging the unique needs of children with disabilities, 

and was supported by a majority of parents groups, teachers, disabilities advocacy 

groups, and schools. It helped clarify discipline issues, education rights of disabled and 

non-disabled children, ability of schools to maintain order in the classroom, and 

increased funding for early intervention programs for the zero-to-three age group. 

 

 Kohl fought year after year to increase funding for Special Education, urging 

Congress to live up to the federal government’s promise to pay 40% of the costs of 

educating students with disabilities under IDEA. 

 

 

 

Our children are tomorrow's 
teachers, doctors, scientists, 
parents and even Presidents. 
Ensuring children receive the 
help they need to succeed 
has long been among my top 
priorities. 
 
Senator Herb Kohl 



6 
 

Dropout Prevention and the  

Fast Track to College Act 

Recognizing the devastating effect 

the dropout crisis would have on our 

country, Kohl spoke out: “For our children, 

dropping out of school means a lifetime of 

lower wages and worry about adequate 

employment, housing, food, and health 

care. For our state, it means increased costs 

for social services and an increased 

likelihood of crime. And for our country, it 

means continuing to fall behind other 

nations in academic achievement, 

innovation, and economic growth.” 

 

While Kohl has been active in 

restoring funding for dropout prevention 

programs since his first year in the Senate, 

he went a step further in 2008 by 

introducing the Fast Track to College Act. 

 

The Fast Track to College Act would 

provide support for early college high 

schools and dual enrollment programs so 

students could earn college credit—free of 

charge—while completing their high school 

degree. 

 

Kohl worked successfully with 

Chairman Tom Harkin on the Health, 

Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee 

to include language from this bill to 

improve college and career readiness in the 

Senate HELP Committee’s 2011 bipartisan 

plan to reauthorize ESEA. 

 

Today I am doing my part to end the growing 

crisis of high school dropouts.  I am introducing 

the Fast Track to College Act, a bill to increase 

high school graduation rates and improve access 

to college through the expansion of dual 

enrollment programs and Early College High 

Schools. Such programs allow young people to 

earn up to two years of college credit, including 

an Associate’s degree, while also earning their 

high school diploma.   

 

As our country struggles with an economic 

recession, I believe we must continue to invest in 

our public schools.  While we must carefully 

consider how taxpayer dollars are spent during 

these trying times, education is one of the wisest 

investments we can make, and it is an investment 

that must be made now, before our children fall 

farther behind. 

 

That is why I ask my colleagues to support this 

bill, which provides competitive grant funding for 

Early College High Schools and other dual 

enrollment programs that allow low-income 

students to earn college credit and a high school 

diploma at the same time.  These programs put 

students on the fast track to college and increase 

the odds that they will not only graduate, but go 

on to continue their education and secure higher-

paying jobs.   

 

I am proud to sponsor this legislation because I 

believe this investment in our schools will help 

solve the dropout crisis and secure America’s 

future by ensuring that all young people can 

compete in today’s global economy.   Further, I 

believe that all children, regardless of income or 

other factors, deserve equal opportunities to 

fulfill their potential, and it is both morally and 

fiscally responsible for this Congress to invest in 

high-quality educational programs that help them 

reach that potential.   

 

Senator Herb Kohl 

U.S. Senate Floor Statement  

on the Fast Track to College Act 

2010 
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Higher Education: the Gateway to Opportunity 

 Wisconsin has some of the best institutes of higher education in the country, 

including nationally ranked research institutions and satellite campuses, outstanding 

private and nonprofit institutions, and technical colleges that are nimble enough to 

meet the changing needs of their communities while still providing world class 

educational opportunities. Kohl has supported the innovative programs in Wisconsin’s 

public and private colleges, securing funding for agriculture and biomedical research, 

manufacturing training programs, and for 

colleges of medicine, dentistry, and 

education, to name just a few. 

  

Understanding how important it is 

to look toward the future in our educational 

system, Kohl worked with Senator Levin in 

1990 to author legislation creating a $20 

million program to develop business-

college partnerships to foster technology 

transfers.  This bill was signed into law as 

part of the Small Business Administration 

reauthorization passed that year. 

 

 Kohl believes all hard working students should be able to pursue their 

education, even when facing barriers like intellectual disabilities. Kohl worked with his 

colleagues on the Senate Appropriations Committee to direct funding to colleges and 

universities to help students with disabilities like autism to transition to college life. 

“College is an important step in many people’s lives and it should be no different for 

those who live with autism,” Kohl said. Through that funding, mores students with 

autism succeeded and graduated from college, and have gone on to live more 

independent and productive lives. 

 

Paying for College 

 The cost of college has risen steadily and too many families have to choose 

between sending their children to college or paying their bills or planning for 

retirement. Through visits with students, parents and teachers at the start of his Senate 

career, Kohl discovered that many students “turn off” on education because the cost of 

a college education is so high that it appears unrealistic to them. As a result, Kohl 

introduced the Student Counseling Assistance Network Act (SCAN) in 1991, which is 

Conversations around my family’s 
dinner table didn’t center around 
business or politics. They centered 
on the values of honesty, hard work 
and education, and my parents’ 
insistence that my brothers, sister 
and I do well at school so we could 
enjoy an opportunity they never had 
– a college education. 
 
Senator Herb Kohl 
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now law as part of the Higher Education 

Amendments Act of 1992. The bill was 

designed to make it possible for students 

and their families to identify potential 

sources of financial aid to help pay for their 

education. In addition to creating an 

accessible data base, the law included 

provisions to help teachers and counselors 

provide better advice to students about 

college and vocational educational 

opportunities. Finally, the legislation 

authorized a public advertising campaign, 

modeled after the “Be All You Can Be” 

campaign of the Army, to encourage kids to 

think of college as a viable option in their 

lives. 

 

Kohl has worked to ensure access to 

education at all levels. “It has been my goal 

to bring college within reach for more 

young people,” said Kohl. To accomplish 

this, Kohl voted to enact The College Cost 

Reduction and Access Act, legislation that 

was signed into law in September 2007, to 

make higher education accessible to all 

Americans by providing $20 billion in new 

student aid and cutting interest rates in half 

on subsidized student loans. The law saves 

the average student $4,400 over the life of a 

college loan. 

 

 In 2010, Kohl voted for the Student 

Aid and Financial Responsibility Act, 

increasing Pell grants and cutting out the 

middle man in federal student lending, 

ensuring more financial aid went directly to 

the students who need it most. 

 

December 13, 2012 

 

 

Dear Herb, 

 

I would like to take this moment to 

express our heartfelt gratitude for your 

many years of leadership in the Senate 

and your unwavering commitment to 

public service. You have been a stalwart 

champion of our research mission and you 

and your staff have always placed the 

highest priority on UW Madison’s success 

as a leading higher education institution. 

We would especially like to commemorate 

your continual support for the innovative 

efforts of our researchers and your 

steadfast commitment to ensuring access 

to federal student aid. 

 

We are grateful for your numerous efforts 

to foster research at universities in areas 

ranging from health to humanities, 

energy to education, agriculture to aging, 

immigration to intellectual property, and 

many more. Over the years, you have 

touched so many lives in Wisconsin and 

beyond. We thank you very much and 

wish you all the best. On Wisconsin! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

David Ward 

Interim Chancellor 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 
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In an effort to make paying for 

college a little easier for everyone, Kohl has 

supported tax breaks for college tuition for 

working families. He has also worked with 

the Secretaries of Education, Defense, and 

Veterans Affairs to ensure access to 

affordable and quality programs for our 

soldiers and veterans returning from battle.   

 

Recognizing how important 

Wisconsin’s technical colleges are in 

reacting to the needs of our workforce, 

Senator Kohl joined the Senate in voting to 

reauthorize the Carl Perkins Vocational 

Education Act in 2006. And in 2008, Senator 

Kohl joined the Senate in passing a 

bipartisan bill to reauthorize the Higher 

Education Act. This bill included a carefully 

crafted compromise that lowered student 

loan interest rates for students, while 

providing sufficient support to lenders to 

ensure that they stay in the student loan 

program. The bill also increased the 

maximum Pell grant.  The passage of both 

pieces of legislation ensured that more 

students have the opportunity to attend 

college or a vocational education institution 

and gain the skills they need to become a 

productive part of our nation's economy. 

 

“While our economy continues on a 

path of prosperity, we cannot forget those 

who have been left on the side of the road,” 

said Kohl. For those workers who have 

already been in the workforce and have 

been displaced or are determined to 

improve their lives with a better career 

 

 

 

"As President of Marquette University, I 

had the privilege of working with Senator 

Herb Kohl, an outstanding United States 

Senator and an extraordinary man.  From 

the first time we met, Senator Kohl 

pledged his support for Marquette 

University priorities that served the public 

good, and he was true to his word. 

 Senator Kohl provided leadership on 

many important issues for the university, 

most notably in the area of educational 

access.  His staunch support of student 

financial aid, particularly Pell Grants and 

TRIO programs, allowed our country's 

most disadvantaged students to pursue 

higher education and the American 

dream.  In addition, Senator Kohl 

championed dental access for Wisconsin's 

urban and rural populations, supporting 

the Marquette University School of 

Dentistry's new building and statewide 

community outreach clinics. Senator Kohl 

truly understood the critical role that 

Wisconsin's only dental school plays in 

delivering high quality dental care to the 

State's neediest citizens. Senator Kohl will 

be greatly missed by all of us in Wisconsin 

and the nation." 

 

Fr. Robert A. Wild, SJ 

Former President of Marquette University 
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path, job skills training is critically important.  Workers may only need a little help to 

retool for a new career, but that training can often be too difficult to access or too 

expensive.  That’s why Kohl supported funding to help workers retrain and adjust to 

the changing job market, so they would be prepared for a new career with 21st century 

skills. 

 

Pell Grants and TRIO  

In addition to student loans and the Fast Track to College Act, which would 

allow more students to earn college credits free of charge while still in high school, Kohl 

has championed other programs that allow all hardworking students to pursue a 

college education.  

 

Kohl worked to increase funding for the Work Study program and Student 

Education Opportunity Grant program, and the TRIO and GEAR UP programs which 

help low-income middle school and high school students overcome barriers and 

prepare for higher education. 


